that we played such teams as
Sarasota and Tampa. Pinellas
County teams like Dunedin
and Countryside were nonex-
istent. Graduating classes
were still exceptionally small,
as 43 seniors exited in 1925
and 50 seniors received diplo-
mas in 1926. The 1920s re-
presented a fine era in CHS
history as the Tornadoes
gained a reputation for being
on top.
While the school itself fared
well during the latter part of
the decade, the city did not.
The city would suffer through
problems that would plague
the entire country by 1920.
In bleak contrast to the
roaring 20's, the 1930's pro-
jected a dark horizon for the
entire country. The Great De-
pression had hit with such
force that everyone was af-
fected by it, as evidenced by
the bread and unemployment
lines that appeared all over,
the city. With money scarce,
Clearwater High felt the bite
of the worst economic condi-
tions of all time. The senior
graduates during these years
found employment almost im-
possible, as few jobs were
available. The government re-
sponded to the dreadful con-
ditions by setting up the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps,
which created jobs for young
men. Despite the poor mone-
tary conditions, the athletic
history of Clearwater High re-
ceived a tremendous boost
during the 1930's, in the form
of Coach Al Rogero. He was a
true fundamentalist who
taught the basics of the sport
Cont . . .
338/75 years
A bleak contrast
to the 20's
raking up victory
after victory
Members of the class of 1927 gather
outside the front of the CHS on
Greenwood.
A 1929 senior picture of Bill Sumner
whose family was one of the first to
settle in Clearwater. Their house was
later moved to Heritage Park.
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